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To my former colleagues in the City Chambers. 


I am addressing this letter to a number ox you in the hope that you will pass 
around. The controversy in the "Glasgow Herald" has been based on a variety o 
factors, and a lack of understanding on how the Art Galleries Dept operates: 

1) The undoubted professional skills of Elspeth as Curator of the People’s 
Palace » No one doubts for one moment her success and dedication, and it 
for this reason that so many people have been outraged at her failure to 
be appointed Keeper of Social History. 

2) A general ignorance on the part of the public to appreciate that such 
appointments are not the perogative of the Arts and Culture Committee, j t 
or indeed, the Convenor or Sub-Convenor. They are made by the Departments 
Director and other permanent officials. The elected members cannot 
interfere,. All councillors ought to be aware of this. 

3) Sadie and I were among the small number of Councillors who have taken muct 
active interest in Museums and Art Galleries. We regularly attended the 
opening of exhibitions and paid numerous visits to the various galleries. 
This is not to imply criticism of our colleagues, as no councillor can 
keep abreast of all that goes on, including ourselves. 

4) There has been a general lack of knowledge of the relationship between 
Elspeth and the Senior Staff of the ^erartment. 0ver a P eri ° d of 7 ears 
it has not been good chiefly, I believf oT the demanding attitude of the 
Curator. Trevor Walden, now deceased, former Director, said of her that 
"she had a chip on both shoulders". We both regard her as a mischievous 
troublemaker. 


5) 


6 ) 


The recent report in the "Glasgow Herald" about her refusal to co-operate 
in staging a major exhibition in connection with the year of culture is 
bound to have influenced the appointment. You may say "why didn't the 
Directorate simply order her to get on with it?" The Department does not 
operate that way. There is an attitude of cordial co-operation. Maybe th 
Directorate should be a bit heavy handed. Perhaps this is where the fault 
lies. In our respective employment few of us get our own way all the tn 
and I write from experience as a Union Officer. 


The Friends of the People's Palace, I more than suspect, has been used by 
by Elspeth to push her claims for the P.P. They were certainly most unwis 
pushing for her upgrading. I am tempted to say that with Friends like th 
Elspeth does need enemies. They have been foolish in entering into the 
the controversy The sustained controversy has had the inevitable result, 
viz. the failure to co-operate in staging an exhibition has become public 
knowledge. It is interesting to note that littlg or no criticism of her 
has corns from the Department. I have no doubt out of consideration for he 


The myth that the PP was starved of funding has been blown sky high. None of 
museums have had anything like they needed, but the PP has had a great deal 
spent on it. One of the really shocking part of the episode has been the 
underniimg of the professional integrity of the directorate. Quite outrageous 
A separate Committee and autonomy for the PP. Plow daft can anyone get? 

The "Glasgow Herald" has excelled itself in its emulation of the tabloid pres 


A leading personality has not exactly been helpful in defusing the situation, 
Perhaps it might have been wise if the Department had made a statement at th( 
outset of the controversy, but I suppose it is easy to be wise after the evei 


S.w 


To the Editor, 
Glasgow Herald. 


Sir, 


ft 

Wo^O /^ 0 i 
vV c> P . 


You have given both sides of the El.peth King debate quite an airing over recent 
weeks. It has now become apparent that. the vociferousness of her supporters, has 
now led to a revelation, as reported by Allan Laing in the Herald (30.6.90)', that 
the People's Palace, of which Elspeth King is Curator, has refused to co-operate 
in staging a major exhibition at the P.P.. during the year of culture. I am sorry 

this has had to come out, but it explains a great deal. 

There have been many allegations, quite false, of underfunding and neglect of the 
. People's Palace. I am now 60 miles from Glasgow, but I keep in touch with former 

colleagues and officials, and can say with authority that in the last decade the 

P.P. has had around 2* million pounds spent on maintenance, structural repairs 
and innovations, including re-wiring, installation of an escape stair, improved 
access, installation of a lift, an office extension, public toilet improvements, 
a new tea bar, extensive rehabbing of the wintergardens involving massive repairs 
and renewals to the structure, and various dry rot removal works for which 
further funding has been obtained.. The City Architect's Department are to be 
commended for the attention they have given to the P.P. egged on, of course by 
Elspeth King, 


It is a great pity that the foregoing facts had not been available tp so many 
who criticised the appointment of Mr. Mark O'Neill, and in the course of doing so 
impugned the professional integrity of the appointments panel. 

Sincerely, 

BILL HAT TAN 

pr? 
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